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Re:  American Association of People with Disabilities, et al., v. Mary Herrera,
No. CIV 08-702 JB/WDS

Dear Counsel of Record:

I want to bring one other matter to your attention. I have, with one of my law clerks,
reviewed the Judicial Code of Conduct and do not believe these matters require me to recuse myself.
[ want, however, everyone to be fully informed about, and fully comfortable with, my participation
in the case. '

Last night, I reviewed the Larranga transcript that the Plaintiffs attached to their Reply. I
noticed John Wertheim was one of the witnesses. I have known John and his father for quite some
time, and, before I went on the bench, have litigated against and with their firm. I have also met
John's mother. John is a former Democratic Party Chairman, and, on occasions, we discussed
various campaigns and elections. While T have been friendly with the Wertheims, and our
relationship has been largely, if not entirely, professional, we have not socialized outside of case or
bar events.

I believe that I can be fair and impartial. If anyone, however, has any questions about the
above, please let my Courtroom Deputy Clerk, K’ Aun Sanchez, know, and we can perhaps have a
conference call. I have instructed Ms. Sanchez not to tell me who may call. On the other hand,
because the case has only recently been filed, if anyone is uncomfortable with my involvement in
this case, please call Mr. Matthew Dykman, Clerk of Court, and the case will be reassigned. Again,
I have instructed Mr. Dykiman and his staff not to tell me or my staff who calls.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

8. Browning
bates District Judge
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